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Old Men
Bill Hennessey
Whoever said old men
are graceful and age
with dignity is not one,
nor will become one.
Old men waddle.
Their dignity is dressed
in the same outdated clothes
worn on walks to the paperstand
or swaying to church.
Old men talk to anyone
who'll listen,
about the War
and the Job.
Old men volunteer.
They shuffle into classrooms,
read and listen to children, take them
to recess and offer to fix things
that break.
Old men have pride, not grace.
They age like backyard trees,
standing erect as possible
with wind blown dust on their feet.
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